
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1 88 1.] Recent Literature. 47 

longing to the order Ophioglossaceae. Of the true ferns, one 
hundred and twenty-nine species fall under the sub-order Poly- 
podiaceae, one under Ceratopteridese, two under Hymenophyl- 
laceae, four under Schizaeaceae, and three under Osmundacese. 
The pamphlet, which contains twelve pages, and bears date of 
September, 1880, may be obtained for ten cents by addressing the 
author. — C. E. B. 

The Zoological Record for 1878. 1 — The fifteenth volume of 
this series is a little more bulky than the fourteenth, an evidence 
that the cultivators of the science of zoology are neither diminish- 
ing, nor the number of notices, articles and works contributed by 
them to journals and transactions. The editor and his assistants 
are the same as in the preceding volume, and we may feel sure 
that the omissions and errors inevitable to such work are com- 
paratively few. It is a pity that so large a proportion, indeed 
almost the entire volume, is taken up with references to descrip- 
tions of new genera and species ; these seem unfortunately to be 
as numerous as ever, and to draw away the attention of zoologists, 
from the more pressing and legitimate objects of study. 

The space devoted to biological and anatomical zoology should, 
it seems to us, be much greater than at present, and be made 
fully as prominent a topic as purely descriptive work ; for this 
reason the parts on Coelenterata and Echinodermata, Mollusca 
and Crustacea, with their analyses of discoveries made in the 
anatomy and physiology of these animals, is treated with more 
care and judgment than some other chapters. It seems to us that 
abstracts of articles in such journals as Siebold and Kolliker's 
Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Zoologie, Troschel's Archiv fur 
Naturgeschichte, and the similar French journals of Milne- 
Edwards and Lacaze Duthiers, as well as the Quarterly Journal of 
Microscopical Science, should be fuller, as these periodicals really 
contain the best material, i. e., that which contributes most to the 
advancement of the science, and is or should be most eagerly read 
by students. As the new species get worked up, we may hope that 
more room will be found for such abstracts, as these are espe- 
cially desirable for American students, who are exposed to the 
temptation of forsaking the true objects of zoological study, and 
betaking themselves to the mechanical, and not particularly intel- 
lectual work of describing new species and genera, and preparing 
local faunal lists without reference to future monographical work. 

We may add what we have said in notices of previous volumes 
of this series, that no American student of systematic zoology can 
afford to be without the Record, particularly those living away 
from large libraries. 

Jourdan's Zoantharian Corals of the Gulf of Marseilles. 
This important and well illustrated memoir, which appears in 

1 The Zoological Record for 187S ; being volume fifteenth of the Record of Zoo- 
logical Literature.. Edited by E. C. Rye, F. L. S., etc. London, 1880. Svo. 



